
English 12 Summer Reading
Critical Lens Theory Thematic Essay

Assignment: Draft an in-depth literary analysis of your summer reading novel. This analysis will 
highlight one chosen critical lens and one thematic topic. You will then explain how reading the text 
through your chosen lens helps to develop readers' understanding of the theme. 

Process:
Prewriting:

1. Choose one critical lens (from sheet provided). You may not select Reader Response.
2. Choose one thematic topic (from sheet provided).
3. Identify AT LEAST three direct quotes from the novel which defend your thesis.
4. Locate specific details from the text which highlight your critical lens-- these may be 

direct quotes or paraphrased selections.

Drafting:
Paragraph One: In sentence one you must include the title and author of your chosen text. Next 
develop a 3-5 sentence summary about the novel-- this should characterize your protagonist and 
highlight the main plot events of the story (ie: rising action, conflict, resolution). Your final sentence of
this paragraph will be your thesis statement. It should follow the template below:

Template: The use of ____________ critical lens theory allows readers to 
(connect/see/witness/explore) the theme of _____________ in (author's last name)'s novel.  

Paragraphs Two through Four: Each of these paragraphs must contain AT LEAST one direct quote 
from the text which demonstrates either critical lens theory or thematic development. It will be your 
job to explain how these two ideas connect. How does religion/history/gender/race/socio-economic 
status/psychology/structure help to develop the overall theme of the story? Provide specific details 
from the text which demonstrate the critical lens and then show how this helps the reader to understand 
the overall message of the novel.

Paragraph Five: This is your final chance to sum up your argument-- and it's a short one-- 2-3 
sentences only. You'll need to restate your main claim (but don't introduce new information). Leave 
your reader convinced that you know your lens and your theme. 

Formatting:
Must have an original title (something academic-- do a little research and see what I mean!)
2-3 typed pages (double spaced)
Times New Roman, 12 point, 1” margins
Works Cited Page with your novel's citation (use a citation generator online to help!)
In text citations (Author Last Name Page Number) Example: (Johnson 176).

This is academic writing so-- 
No personal pronouns (i.e.: I, you, etc.). You can say “readers” or “one”.
No contractions (i.e.: can't, won't, etc.) Spell the words completely.
Watch out for overused words, phrases, and cliches
ASK QUESTIONS! This is NEW to you and DIFFICULT. I know that. 

DUE DATE: ________________________


